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| ON THOSE 


Passant of the LETT ERS. 
OY THE 


Spaniſh MINISTE RS, 


LATELY, PUBLISH”D, 


Which relate to the Hoſtilities committed 
by the yep Guarda-Coſtas, Rc. 


ö 


Do not queſtion but it 
& has been the generally 
receiy'd Belief, till ve- 
ry lately, ſince we have 
Tr r 5 
in Europe, with new 


ons between ſome of the greateſt Powers. 
thereof, that ever fince the Treaty of . 
2654 42 trecht "5 


* * 


Diſputes and Contenti- + 


e 


trecht in 171 2, all the Parties included 
in it have enjoy d the Benefits of an un- 
interrupted Repoſe aſter a bloody and ex- 
penſive War; bating only ſome few In- 
terruptions on Account of Claims of the 
Emperor and the King of Spain not then 
fettled, which ſo far as the ſame could 
affect Great Britain, were adjuſted by 
the Treaty of London in 1718. But how 
great a Calm foever we may have enjoy'd 
here at Home, the Britiſhß Subjects in the 
Meſt- Indies have ſhar d but very little of 
it, with reſpect to their Commerce and 
Navigation: And perhaps it will appear 
in the Sequel of this Paper, that they are 
greater Sufferers, or more properly greater 
Loſers, by a. Peace, which, without ha- 
ving the Benefit of Repriſals allow'd them, 
has ty'd up their Hands from defending 
their Property againſt the Invaſions of the 
Subjects of Size, by their Gnarda-Coftas, 
under Pretence of their Right to guard a- 
gainſt clandeftine Trade, than they were 
by the War, which put them on a Level 


- with their Enemies. | 
To fay nothing here of other Britiſb 
Plantations in the Veſl-Indies, and even 
on the Continent of America, ſuch as 
NewsEngland, and other Parts who have 
ſuffer d Captures at Sea by the Spantards : 
I's moſt certain that the Iſland of Ja- 
e : Maia 


(5) 


maica in Particular has been almoſt rains | 
by their Infractions of the Treaty of U. 
trecht; who, without any regard thereto, 
or to former Treaties of Commerce reviy d 
thereby, particularly that in 1670, 
acted all — the ſame Hoſtilities and 
redations that can be vindicable only 
by the Laws of Nations in a Time of o- 
pen War: Nay, and have in many Caſes 
proceeded to Violences and Barbarities, noe 


| to be parallel d but by Pirates. 


It may poſſibly appear to be a Nader wo 
to many who are unacquainted with the 
Occurrences in that diſtant World, that 
the Subjects of his Carholzck M ajeſty have 
for the Space of fourteen Tous laſt paſt, 
been in a Manner at open War with the 
Subjects of a Prince in Amity with their 
Maſter, eſpecially while the Language at 
Madrid has been, Peace with England. 
and War with at} the World "beſides. 
But there have appear d ſuch unconteſta- 


ble Authorities of late, to convinoe us that 


it is ſo, now ſince the conte Parties / 
in Europe have publiſh'd their ſeveral Pre- 


tenfions, Claims 2 Complaints to the 
World, that without the Neceſſity of a 


particular Specification of Facts, which ne- 
vertheleſs I intend to give, it might be 
hop there is none, how prejudie d or in- 
eredulous loeyer, that will impoſe fo far 


* 


have 


ject of Complaint, againſt Spain of late, 


the SanQtion of Authority from their Go- 


(6) 


von bis own Judgment, as to ſuſpect a 
Truth, which has been ſo much the Sub- 


both at that Court, and the Court. of | 
France, and verify d in ſuch a Manner, | 
s to receive the Sanction of his moſt Chri- 
ſtian Majeſty to the Confirmation of it. 
It may ſeem yet a greater Paradox, that, 
notwithſtanding the reiterated Complaints 
that have been made both to the reſpe- 
Citi ve Spaniſh Governors by the ſeveral | 
Parties injur d, and by Mr. Stanbope to | 
the Court of Madrid, no Colour of Sa- 
tisfaction, or Reparation, has ever been | 
made (excepting in one only Caſe, as ſhall | 
be hereafter related) for all, or any of thoſe 
Depredations and Hoſtilities of the Spa- 
uiards, by which (as the Enquiry ob- 
ſerves) the whale Commerce of Jamaica | 
has been well migh deſtroy'd, aud the | 
Trade of that Iſland.reduc'd ta a miſe- 
reble Condition. But this Wonder ceaſes, 
when we come ta know that the moſt no- | 
zorions Breaches of Treaties committed by 
the Spaniards, have always been under 


__ 


vernors; and conſequently that the Court 
of Madrid muſt not only have been pri- 
vy thereto, but certainly have authorizd 
the Conduct of their Governors, who ſure- 
ly, durſt not have commiſſion'd their 
JET N N Cuarda- 


175% 


Sur di- Clas in a Time of | 
Peace in Europe, to act in diametricat - 
J Oppoſition thereto in the ' Weſt-Tndies; 

without the ſecret Powers and Orders of 
„their Superiors at Madrid. And what 
muſt determine us to judge thus of the 
uncandid Behavior of the Court of Ma. 
drid, is the Diſregard they have always 
ſhew'd to the repeated Complaints which 
have been made to them on this Subject. 

But the moſt ſurpriſing Scene that the 
Imagination could invent is now open d, 
ſince the Publication of the Letters and 
Memorials which have lately 'paſ}'d be- 
tween the Courts of Great Britain, France 
and Spain: For who would not be aſto- 

niſh'd to find the Minifters of Spain in 
their Letters overthrowing all our Com- 
plaints in this Matter as abſolutely ground- 
leſs and chimerical, not ſo much as ac 
knowledging even One of the numberleſ3 
Injuries and Violences ſuſtainꝰd from their 

warda-Coftas ſince the Peace of Vtrecht; 
but on the contrary, endeavouring, win 
all the Air of Veracity, to perſuade the 


Truth our Miniſters have all n deen 

impoſing upon it ! "EI 

All the World has heard that Memo- 

rials have been preſented to the Govern- 
ment concerning _ Depredations'of the 

| Spaniards 2 


World what notorious Contradictions to 


(8) 


Spaniards in the W Indies 2a tran 
mitted to Mr. Stanhope at Madrid, who 
pe find in. his Repreſentation to the King 


of Spain dated Sept. 25. 1726, particu- 


larly fays, That the notorious Infra- 
44 Rions which the Span Guarda-Coft as | 


« have for a long Time made with re- 
_ © ſpett to the Commerce and Navigation 
4s of his Majeſty's Subjects in the Weft- 
4 Indies, have been often complain d of 


„ without the leaſt Appearance of Saif. 


« faction or Reparation. ” And in his 
Letter to the 'Marqueſs de Paz dated 
Nov. 25. 1726, pb omit that -notwith- 


= „ ſtanding the frequent Repreſentations 


which he "ou Fae”. the Court of Spam 

“ has not thought fit to put an End to 
« the Depredations and open Hoſtilities 
c which 22 been for ſome Time almoſt 
« daily committed in thoſe Parts by the 


« Spaniards, or to give the King the leaſt 


_ < Satifattion for the Damages done to his 
4 Subjects in Violation of all "Treaties z 
4 Damages ſo many, and ſo 
4 this Treatment from his C 
4“ zeſty would have 
„ the King's taking the moff rigen 
„ Meaſures for Redreſs. 
. It is alſo as univ erſally known, that the 


that 
iet Ma- 


King of France has "Kg \confirm'd the 


ee theſe Memories and Complaints, 


tutficiently juſtify'd 


Sc Ea, r' 


lief of thoſe who. have n0 ord Wes 


| 

49) 
in the Anſwer made by that Court to the 
Complaints of Spain, concerning the- Be- 
havior of Great Britain, in the following 


Words, « His moſt Chriſtian Majeſty ha- 
ving inform d himſelf about that Affair, 


F< found (and Mr. Walpole made it ap- 


« pear very plain to him) that the Ca- 
« 7holjck King has been the firſt Who has 
<« offended againſt the Treaties which have 
long ſubſiſted betwixt Zagland and 

« Span, by the Conkication of a great 
Number of Engl: . Ships, by 
« numberleſs Reaſons of Commag which 
are given to England for ſeveral Yeats ' 
« laſt paſt, of which a Memorandum was 


« ſent to Mr. Stanhope, in order to ſhew 


e them to the Miniſters of his Catholic 


« Majeſty: And that the King of Spain, 
„ inſtead of giving Satisfaction to 155 
« land concerning theſe Grievances, h 
c on the contrary increas'd them. 

_ Nevertheleſs, the Miniſters of Spain 
have not been aſham'd to contradict all this, 
im ſuch a Manner, as muſt ſtartle the Be- 


neral Knowledge of the Affair, and make 
them almoſt ready to give up à Truth 


which but juſt now it would have argu d 


the wildeſt Sreprici/m:tq doubt of... The 


King of Spain (lays the Marqueſs e 
I Letter to Mr. Stanbop 
| B 


da- 


#.. 


ted 


0 10 ) * ü 


ted Auguſt 19. 1726.) * has not Lincerizpd4 
« ted, nor 'moleſted hitherto the Com- 
« merce which the Subjects of En gland 
carry on lawfully in all his Majeſty's 
% Dominions, and taken Care only to put 
« a —— to unlawful Commerce in the 
ef- Indies, which is prohibited to all 
„Nations by the Laws of theſe, and 
< thoſe Kingdoms, and no leſs by virtue 
« of what is ſtipulated and articled in the 
very Treaties of Peace and Commerce 
4 vith England. And in another Let- 
ter to Mr. Stanhope dated Sept. 30. 1226, 
The Complaint which has for its Sub- 
4 ject the Conduct of the Guarda-Coſtas, 
« and which traduces their Operations as 
Infractions of Commerce, and of the 
Treaties, is in all reſpects (ſays he) the 
moſt unjuſt that could be form d, be- 
cauſe: thoſe Ships have not done any 
Thing but in Diſcharge of their Duty, 
by ding as much as poſſible, only 
„ the unlawful and clandeſtine Com- 
<« merce of all Nations in the e/t:Tnuees, 
from which they are ſo ſolemnly ara 
« bited by virtue of repeated Treaties. - 
| I confeſs, when I firſt read this laſt Let- | 
ter in the 'Evenmg-Poſt' of 24 Dec. 1 
was ready to ſuſpect it not to be genuine, 
till the Marqueſs de Pozobueno's' Letter 
to the Dake of CE appear d i 2 the 
. 10 ame 


„ 

ſame Strain, and both were publiſh'd by 
Authority. The King my Maſter (ſays 
« de Pozobueno) was more juſtly ſurpriz d 
« that ſach glaring Hoſtilities (weaning 
the Operations of Admiral Hoſier in 
the Weſt-Indies) © ſhould be pretended 
« to be juſtify'd by the Pretext that Ju- 
« ftice has not been done upon the repea- 
« ted Complaints of Mr. Stanhope, with 
« reſpect to ſo many;Engliſþ Ships, which 

« 'tis exaggerated have been taken, and 
© pillaged by the Gzarda-Coftas of his 
« Majeſty in the Ingzes, it being evident, 
« that no Specifick Caſe of any ſuch Pri- 
« zes has yet been ſeeh. What is certain 
(he adds) is, that Exg/zh Ships, and 
« others. of other Nations, which have 
« been attack d, and taken in thoſe Seas, 
«_ were contraband and good Prize, be- 
« cauſe of the unlawful Commerce they 
« exercis'd, or endeayour'd to exerciſe in 
« the [ndzes. The very Places only Where 


< they were met, and taken (continues he) 


« is a ſufficient Proof of a Navigation 
« forbid by the Tenour of Treaties. 


Now, if there were not a Cloud of 
Witneſſes againſt all theſe poſitive Aſſe- 


verations, expreſs'd in a Manner ſo ſolemn 


by the Miniſters of Spain, conſidering the 


Dignity of their Characters, I could hard- 
ly blame any one * his Judg-—- 


ment 


(12) 
ment in an Affair, where the Miniſters of 
the reſpective Princes have ſo abſolutely 
_ contradicted one another. But we: ſhall 
ſoon ſee with what Colour of Truth the 
Miniſters of Spain have aſſerted, That hir 
Britannick Majeſty complains of Infracti- 
ans on their King's Part, without being 
able to prove the leaſt Hoſtility, nw 
gard or Actios that is not conformab 
za the beft Correſpondence. 
In the firſt Place 3 let us examine 
what is meant by no Speciſich Caſe of any 
Prizes having yet been ſcen, as the Mar- 
queſs de Pozobueno 1 it. It muſt 
either be underſtood, firſt, that no Liſt of 
Ships ſeiz d by their Guarda-Caſtas, Was 
ever laid before the Court of Spain by Mr. 
Stanhope; but I think we ne no Rea- 
ſon to believe thls, fince it is certain that 
Memorials were tranſmitted to Mr. Fran- 
hope for that Purpoſe; nor is it deny'd by 
the Spaniſh Miniſters, that theſe Infracti- 
ons made by their Guarda-Coftas have 
been often complain'd of by him; fo that 
to doubt of this, we may as well doubt 
whether there is ſuch a City as Madrid: 
Or in the ſecond Place, by muft mean, 
that no Complaints of Appeal were ever 
lodg'd at Madrid by the Parties injur d; 
but to prove that this alſo is not true, I 
pow poly” name one Cafe, which to my 
| £4 rn 


(33) 
particular Knowledge has depended there 
ever ſince the Veat 1714, without a! 
Determination, after having gone per 
the tedious and expenſive Courle of the 


Courts in the Indies, viz. the Hunter of 


New-Zork, Richard Jones Maſter, which 
was bound for Jamaica, and ſeiz'd and 
carry'd by the Spaniards to Cratus, where 
the Ship and Cargo were condemn d: Or 
laſtly, by a Specsfick Caſe muſt be meant 
a Juſt Caſe, (that is, what the Court of 
Spain will admit to be ſich); and here like- 


wiſe to prove that the Spaniſh Ambaſſa- 


dor is miſtaken, I ſhall inſert one Gaſe of 
an Appeal, which I have by me, atteſted 
under the Hand of a Gentleman who was 
Supercargo of the Ship concern'd, and 
which for ſome extraordinary Circum- 
ſtances deſerves more than-a bare general 
Mention. The Caſe was thus: The Black- 
wood Galley of London, John Hamilton 
Commander, being in the Year 1723, 
bound from Cork and Madeira; with Pro- 
viſion to Curaſoe and Jamaica, on the 
17th of May was taken on the High Seas 


ſeventy Leagues to Wind ward of  Cara- 


ſoe, by two Spaniſh Sloops belonging to 
Cumana in Andaluzia, commanded by 


Don Joſeph Lopez, and carry'd thither, 


where on the 2oth of Jui thereafter the 


was condemn'd by the Governor of that 
* | _ _ Provilice 


ERR 


__ 4 — — —ͤũ ñræ· r* 


e 
Province Don Juan de la Tornera Sola. 
Upon Which an Appeal was made by 
Captain Hamilton to the Council of the 
Indies at Madrid; which ſo irritated the 
Governor, that he kept him, his Crew 
and Paſſengers in cloſe Confinement until 
October, and then ſhipp'd them as Priſo- 
ners aboard the Windward Armada bound 


to Vera Cruz, to hinder them as much 
as poſſible from getting Home to proſe- 
cute the Appeal. However, in May 1724, 


Captain Hamilton arriv'd at London, and 
gave a Right to his Appeal to the Royal. 


"Exchange Aſſurance- Company, who pro- 


ſecuted 1 at Madrid under the Manage- 

ment of our Conſul Mr. Kane and Mr. 
Stratford; and after ten or twelve Months 
Dependance obtain'd with great Charge a 
Cedula for recovering of the Goyernor 
14000 Pieces of Eight only, as the Value 
of Ship and Cargo, though they were ſold 
for near four Times the Value at Cumana; 

and this Cedula for f 4000. Pieces of Eight 


may be now purchas d for leſs than 400 . 
| _ difficult it wil be to recover the ſame. 


Hlere certainly is a g Inſtance of 
4 Specifick Caſe, of as unjuſt a Seizure and 
Depredation as ever was made, and that 
on 33s High Seas, without any the leaft 


Pretence of unlawful Commerce; and yet 


* 8 4 ä can tell Mr. Stan- 
20 | 8 __ 


(25) 
hope with an Air of high Reſentment, that - 
his Complaint of the Conduct of their 
Guarda-Coftas is i all reſpetts: the moſt 
unjuſt that could be form d; and the Mar- 
queſs de Pozobueno can with the lame Po- 
ſitiveneſs ſecond the other, ſaying it ir e- 
vident, that no Specafick Caſouf of any ſuch 
Prizes has yet been ſeen. © neither 
of theſe Gentlemen could be per ſaualiy i ig 
Lf of ſuch Appeals and laints . 

being laid before the Council of the la- 
dies at Madrid, becauſe they themſelves 
are ex officio Members and Judges of the 
ſaid Council, which is compos d of the 
King as Preſident, and of all the Publick 
Officers of State: But as Publick Mini- 
hs ſters, they are oblig'd in ſome Caſes it 
ſeems to contradict their private Conſcien- 


* ces, and to tell us that our Complaints f 


|} their! Guarda-Coftas are only — 5 
10 Pretexte and groundleſs Suſpiciont.. 
Me ought. tao obſer ve by way of Won- 
70 der, that the above is one. Inſtance, atid 
the only one that Lever heard of Juſtice 
done by the ShEQv⁵ds in ſuch W ee 
for in the Wet. 2 inoner Cf GA 
faction was ever made, or could be po- 
cured from their Gorcradas for any Sei- 
zure whatſoeyer made by their Guords- 
Coſtas: Nay, the Owners can hardly ob- 
tain One to plead for them, for Gear 
of 


8. 


. 


* 


made, und the Governor had a good 


(16) 


of the Governors Reſentment, 


a remarka+ 


ble Inftatice- of which we have in the 


Caſe of the Blackwood. above-mentioned ; 

for Don Franciſco Olivier, for draw- 
ing up the Appeal, incurr d the Go- 
vernor s Diſꝑleaſure to ſo high a Degree, 
that he ſent a Guard of Soldiers to appre- 
hend him; but he made his Eſcape into a 


Convent, and from thence got pri vately 


on board the Veſſel where the Captain 
was ſhipt- for Vera Cruz, with whom he 
afterwards vartiy'd at London, and ma- 
nag d the Appeal at Madrid. 
But — all, can any thing be more 
contraty to the T r! ſubſiſting be- 
tween the two Crowns, than to impri- 
Jon the Britiſb Subjects for ſo many 
Months, as in the Cafe. above, only for 
entring an Appeal againſt an unjuſt Judg- 
ment, and Lag them away to the re- 
moteſt Parts of the Heft-Indies, the de- 
ſigh of which was plainly to detain the 
Plunder, by hindering the Proſecution of 
the Appeal; for im caſe uf the Death of 


the Captain no Appeal could have been 


92 that, from the hard Uſage 


N they met with, eſpecially. by being Con- 
find on Shipboard fo: pr in that ſick- 
ly Country? From which let any one 


ba; what infyperble Difficulties and | 
8 8 * 


, 


( 


Dangers muſt attend an Appeal to Ma. 
arid, and that after going through the 
Proceſs of the Courts of the Weſt Indies; 
ſo that many have choſe to fit down with 
their firſt Leſs, rather than run the nique 
of the Governors fatal Diſpleaſure by 
appealing, and of being uin d a ſecond 
time by the Expence of Time and Money | 
in proſecuting ſuch Appeal at Madrid. 
And it has been to no purpoſe that 
the Governors of Jamaica have com- 
plain'd, from Time to Time, by Letters 
to the Spaniſh Governors, of theſe unjuſt 
Depredations of their Guarda-Coftas ; = 
who, far from ordering any Satisfaction to 
be made, have always given ſuch inſult- 
ing Anfwers to every Goyernor that has 
been in Jamaica fince the Peace in 1712, 
as if his Majeſty had been in no Condition 
to reſent fach Injuries: An Inſtance or 
two of which will at the ſame time ſhew the 
Injuſtice of the Seizures complain'd of. 
Soon after the Peace, vi. on the 9th of 
January 1713, the Sloop Charles, Aw 
thouy Smith Maſter, laden with Commodi- 
derer the Produce of Jamaicu, taken in at a 

Place called Blew field in the faid Iſland, in 
order to t rt them to Port Royal, was 
met by a Sloop commiſſſon d out of 7. 
nidado, commanded by Monſieur Norat, 
het took and made Prize of the Sloop: and 
55 CG . _ 


E 
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Cargo worth above 4000 L cd which 
Lord Archibald Hamilton, Governor of 
Jamaica, at the Inſtance of the Owner, 
wrote a Letter to the Governor of 7. Vini. 


dado, demanding Reſtitution; but all the 
Reſtitution he order d was a haughty ill- 
bred Anſwer, viz. That the Governor 
of Jamaica was not a Gentleman; That 


. there was not a Gentleman in Jamaica 
and that the Owner might take his De- 


mand and wipe bis Arſe with it. 


Here I would ask M. de Pozobueno, | 
whether the Navigation of this Sloop from 
one Part of the Iſland to another was 
forbid by the Tenour of Treaties; or 
much rather, was not the Guarda-Cofta, 
which took it, out of his Navigation, ac- 
cording to his own Suppoſition ? 4 For, i in 
truth the Treaties do not prohibit failing 

on the open Seas, but only T rading 1 in one 
anothers Settlements. FS 

The ſame Lord Archibald Hamilton 
received no better Anſwer on many more 
Complaints of the ike Nature; ; and one 
other I ſhall particularly name. The 
Sloop Thomas and Elizabeth being 
bogad to the Muſquitos to trade with the 
Iudiant, was, in her return in October 
1714, taken by a Spaniſh Brigantine be- 

longing to Trinidado, and after Quarter 
given, Brian V. ells, the Mate of the 
Blpop, 


5 
8 
2 
» 
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81865 was Killed in cid Bide! he 


Sloop was carry d into Port and condem- 
ned. On which Occaſion Lord Arebi- 


bald Hamilton wrote a Letter to the 


Alcaldes of 7. rinidado, demanding Reſti- 


tution of the faid Sloop and Cargo, and of 


Three others alſo, unj july taken by them. 
But aſter conſulting together, they return- 
ed for Anſwer (only by Word of Mouth) 
that the Privateer (alias Guarda-Coſta) 
who had bronght the Sloop in, had fold 
her, received the Money, and was gone 
about his Buſmeſs; ſo that they had no- 
thing to make him . atisfattion. And 
that if the Owner had a mind to have 
the loop again, he muſt buy her of the 


Man who bought her. Now it was not ſo 


much as pretended, that any of theſe 


four Sloops were out of their Navigation 
or Contraband,. but only that they were 


not able forſvoth to make 8 or 


Reparation for them. 
But muſt it not here raiſe our dige 


cruel and barbarous Temper of the Spa- 
niarde, as well as their dations and 
Hoſtilities i in a Time of Peace, to murder 


in cold Blood, after Quarter given, of 125 
which there are many more Inſtances; and 
I think they ought not to be paſs'd over 


without . one or two of them. 


— 2 
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tion and Reſentment, to reflect on the 


—— — — 
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In the Year 1722, the Launceſton Man 


of War being on the Cruize to protect the 
Inward- bound Trade from the Inſults of 


the Spaniſh Guarda-Coſtas, ſaw a Sail 
which — ſuſpected to be one of them; as 


de was acquainted with their Practices, he 


bote away as if he intended to avoid her, 


His Deſign ſucceeded, for the other ima- 


ning bi. to.be a Merchant-Man pur- 
ed, and on coming up laid him a- 


FE 


Miſtake... In. ſearching his Papers, Capt. 
Candler,,..of. the Man of War, met with 
ſeveral that related to a Veſſel fitted out 


from Port- Royal, and bound to Curaſſ 
(a Dutch Hand) which had been miſ- 


ſing ſome Months. And ſoon aſter their 
Arrival at Jamaica with the Guarda-Co- 


fa, the Maſters, of two Ships belonging 
to Boſton in New England, who had been 
taken by them, gave in, their 
tion to the Governor on Oath, on which 
Thirty Nine of them were try d, con- 
victed, and executed; and ſome of them 
aſter Sentence was paſs'd, confeſs'd that 


Informa- 


they had taken the Vefſel before-mention- 


ed, and that. they + ifs all the Men 

belonging, to her. "—_ 

And in the Year 1715, \ ile Bore, Royal, 
Jobs Stevens: Commander, , being. ſeized 
"F a "ues ae reer 


Volley 


* " EY | 4 a n_—_ 2 8 — | a” L24a ww a. 
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Volley of fall PETER fired at her, 


aſter ſhe had ſtruck, whereby the Captain 
WAS mortally wounded, and died the next 
Day. After which: the Captain of the 
Guarda-Coſta having onder d the Crew 
aboard his Ship, he tortur'd one of them 
by clapping the J avis of che Cockof a Fire- 
lock upon his Tongue, to make him confeſs 
that the ſaid Sloop was bound to Nia de la. 
Hurha, and threatned to uſe the reſtofthem 
after the ſame Manner, if they did not ſigu a 
written Paper to that Effect, which the 
did to avoid the Torture. And about to 
Months after they were brought into Car- 
thagena as Priſoners, where they continud 0 
about fbur Months, and rr 1 Hara 
Cargo were condemned 
There have been ſeyeral other Veſſels | 
miſſing from Jamaica: which ve may ra- 
ſonably conclude met the ſame Fate from 
the G Londa-Cotiry vith thoſe of which 
we have any Information; icularly a 
Brigantime belonging — 
em who was never = of: after — 
hat, cout of the Port. But Accounts: wee re» 
n- ceiv'd from the Sparsfſb Settlements) that 
the Spaniards were heard to tell one ano- 
ther of the ſaid Veſſel being taben and 
plunder d by them, and that aſter putting 
the whole den e eren bunch they a 
9 — LS 5 1 


— 


2 Pirates * they w 


( 1 ) 4 
Sir Nicholas Laws alſo made ma 


Complaints to the Spaniſh Governors. Par- 
ticularly u a Memorial of the Mer- 
chants of 


ting forth the many and great Loſſes they 
and others had ſufſtain'd by the Subjects 
of the King of pain, ſince the Ceſſation 
of Arms; and that many of his Majeſty's 

| Subjects were kill'd and wounded in De- 
fence of their Veſſels and Goods; and 
ſome in cold Blood; with Affidavits pro- 
ving the ſame; his Majeſty's Ship the 
Adventure; Ca 
was ſent 


by the Governor to Fr. Jag 


and Trinidado, to repreſent the In] _ 
of thoſe Proceedings: 


Which the 
nors acknowledg'd, by — — 
committed by Perſons who exceeded their 
Commiſſions, and who ſhould be treated 
met. with. 
were” the 


Thus it appears. that the e 
Proceedings of 
d and that they did not ex- 
ceed the Power the Governors gave them, 
did afterwards more fully appear, by their 


being again fitted out in the ſame Man- 
ner, and RTE: the: ke: Hoſti lities 


2 before. 3 


And in the Lear 1712, Sir Nicholas | 


wrote a Letter to the Goyernor of the H. 
, Dana, 


ing ſton and Port- Noyal, to . 
n and Council in 1716, ſet- 


ptain Thomas Neynolde, 


4 who had 


49) 
aua, concerning the taking of the Ship 
Unity, belonging to the African Compa- 
ny, and other Depredations of the Sai. 
zrds during his Government; which I ſhall 
Minoſert verbatim, with an Affidavit annex d 
thereunto, in order to ſet the whole in as | 
manifeſt a View as poſſible, and to ſhew _ 
what Regard ought to be had to the fine 


tradition. to the repeated Memorials and 
Complaints made by ours; to the many Evi- 
dences of the particular Facts on which 
theſe Complaints are founded, by Oaths 
and Depoſitions taken before the Gover- 
nor of Jamaica and others; and to the San- 
ction of che Court of F. ance to the Whole; 
who, (as the Count de Morville. ſays in 
his Letter to the -Pope's Nuncio of the 
IIth of Nov. 1726.) © was. extremely 
« ſtruck with all the Proofs, by which his 
« Britannick Majeſty makes out that the 
„Court of Spain were the firſt, who 
« by previous Proceedings made a Breach 
« in the Peace of n 


Letter from Sir Nicholas Laws to the 1555 
Governor of the Hayana. | 


15 Letter will be delivered to your 


Excellency by Meſſ. Nicholſon and 
Ca er, who are impowered by the A- 
. gents 


% 


Speeches of the SPeni/h Miniſters, in Con- 


(24) 

ts for the Royal-African Company of 
ngland, to make Application to your 
Excdllency, for Reftitution of the Ship 
Unity,” with 257 _— helotiging to 
the ſaid Company. 
Tour Excellency will be pleas d to ob- 
ſerve, by the authentick Prook and Certi- 
-  ficates,- which are herewith tranſmitted, 
that the ſaid Ship and Negroes were moſt 
_unjuftly taken off of Tiberoon, on the 
Coaſt of Hiſpaniola, on the 28th of Fuly 
laſt, by a Spauiſb Sloop; which I am in- 
formed 2 the ſaid Ship and Negroes 
into Tr:nidado, under your Excellency's 
Juriſdiction; and that the Alcaldes of 
- that Place have condemned them on 
geſtion of the Captors, that they found 
her trading on that Coaſt: The contrary 
of which will evidently appear by the 
_ enclog'd Depoſitions, as well as from the 
Nature of the Thing it ſelf; therefore 1 
cannot doubt your e © 8 ordering 
full and ample 

In a former Letter T 9h wrt to your 
Excellency, as well as to the reſt of my 
neighbouring Spanyh Governors; but 
more particularly to the Governor of Ke. 
Fago, and the "Alcaldes of Trinidado; 

ihe many Adds of Piracies and Robbetics 
committed on the SubjeQts of the King 
= * ** 
me 
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zdads, and other Ports, with Com 
as they pretend, to guard their Coaſt 
Sol Uzi Tee e al | 
under Colour of ſuch Commiſſions, com- | 
mit frequent Depredations, and are guilty 
of the moſt enormous Crimes, without: N | 
far as I can underſtand) their ever being 
puniſhed for them. On the contrary, they 
are not only admitted with their Prizes, as. 
they call cher, into the Port of Fran, 4, 
do, in particular, where they are immedi- 
ately eondemned, the Negroes and Goods 
ſhared . and divided; but 8 Captors are 
alſo encouraged in their Villany by thoſe 
in Authority, WhO permit . to refit 
their Veſſels. ſhare in their Plunder, and 
ſend them out N in ſearch of no 
Booty: * 
It moſt be no 6s ſurpriſing to his Ca- 
thöllck than it will be ro the 
King my Nane when they receive an 
Account of ſuch W Proceed. 
ings in Time of profound Peace; which 
ur muſt appear a manifeſt Breach of that 
ny i} good Agreement ſtipulated between the 
nt FF two Crowns, and in our ref ve Capa- 
If. J cities onght to be cultivated and'impro- 
o; ved to the utmoſt of our Power. As for 
ics my Part, T can with great Confidence af 
ng ſure your 3 it has been my con. 
fan CITY that ſtrict _ mould 
do, HERSHU-t. D be 5 


y of 
your 
al 
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be done to ſach 4 the $ paniſh Nation 
who have had Demands. — ſince the 
Ceſſation of Arms; and ſeveral of them 


have N had ampl e Reſtitution: But 


1 am ſorry that 1 1 it to ſay, my Ma- 


ſter's Subjects have not met with — 1 
Juſtice from the Spaniſh Governors. 


4 am with great Truth and Si Ws 
Tour Excellency s moſt 3 
And moſt Humble Servant, 
| Bult, Oct. 24. 0 ET * K 
ee n Nicn. Laws. 


The De poſi tion of Thomas 8 and 
pw "late belinging to the Unity, 
F rancis Plaiſted Commander. 


„ 
- 954% 
EC 


Heſe Deponents do ſeverally de 


1 and ſay, That on the 28th of July 
laſt, about eight Leagu 2 diſtance — 
Cape Tiberoon, 50 obſerved a 


ſteering in their Wake, with a had er Pen- 
dant on their Maſt-head, and a Bloody- 
Jack on the Bowlprit-end, which they did 


belieye to be a Pirate; upon which the 
Captain ordered a Gun to be fired at them, 
which they returned; and after viewing 


them ſome Time, and perceiving them to 


be a Ship from Africa, with Negroes, 

they came under -their Stern, and fired. a 

"WE of ſmall e and then: clapt 
them 


— 


onen 


+ £7 5.» $9.29 


CF 
them on board, took Poſſeſſion of the Veſ- 
ſel, barbaroufly uſing their People, and 
deſtroying whatever came in their Way; 
and that during the whole Action, they 
hoiſted no other Colours, than the black 
Pendant, and Bloody- Jack. | 

Theſe Deponents further fay, that the 
Day after they were ordered to hoift out 
the ſaid Ship UOnzty's Boat, and all the 
Crew to go 1555 her; and were inform 
the Commander had given Orders for 4 
Shot to be fired into, with Intent to fink 
the ſaid Long-boat, and deftroy the Com- 
pany in her. But at the Interceſſion of 


two Engliſß Men aboard, they were ta- 
ken into * faid Sloop again; where they 


continued till three the next Morning, 
when, by the Aſſiſtance of the faid age ö 
Men, they went into the Boat, with two : 
Pieces of Beef and ſome Water, d arri- 
ved at this Iſland the 1ſt of Auguft laſt. 
Theſe Deponents further ſay, that "x ; 
their Departure from Barbadoes, they did 
not touch at any Port, but were ftecring 
directly to this Ifland; and that at the 
Time of the Capture, there was on board 
257 Slaves, belonging to the Næyal-Afri- 
can Company; and that during their Paſ- 
ſage, they did not ſpeak with any Veſſel, 
or any other Craft, lo that they could not 5 
have any Trade... EA 
Jer before John Lewis lis 


(4) 


- His Grace the Duke of Portland, who 
ſucceeded Sir Nicholas Laws, had even leſs 
Regard ſhown to him if poſſible than was 
ſhown to his Predeceſſors by the Spaniſb 
Governors, upon the many Complaints of 
this Kind which he had Occaſion to make; 
of which one Inſtance may ſuffice, in the 
Caſe of the Caſſandra, belonging to the 
Eaſt-India Company, who was taken by 
the Pirates in the Zaſt-Indzes, and carry d 
by them to Carthagena in the Weſt-Indies, 
His Grace the Duke of Portland ſent a 
Man of War to demand her; but the Go- 
vernor of Carthagena not only pardon d 
the Pirates, who made a Preſent to him of 
Ship and Cargo, though they had no 
more Right ſo to do than he bad to accept 


627 himſelf, he gave them Leave to fit out 


again in Hopes no doubt of ſuch another 
lucky Expedition, $5) 

Theſe ſeveral Inſtances already given of 
Specifick Caſes of Prizes (as de Pozobues 
20 expreſſes it) are all of them a Confuta- 
| tion of the /econd Head of the Reply of 

the Spaniſh Miniſters to Mr. Stanhope's 
a Ate as well as of the fr}. For 
whereas, they are, pleas d to affirm that 
« Engliſh Ships which haye been attack d 
| 4 i taken in the Weſt-Indies, were 
{ b contraband and good Prizes; 5 this is 
| nfo? VA e 


T 
0 
of it, but the Succeſs being ſo good tot 
1 
{ 
| 
4 
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abſolutely falſe in every one of the Caſes 

abovemention'd; and I could name a great 
many more. Was the Blackwood, which 
was bound with Proviſions to Curaſbe, a 


Dutch Settlement, and taken 70 Leagues 
from it on the. High Seas, a contraband 
and lawful Prize? Was the Sloop Charles 
which was laden with Sugar, 1 ant 
other Produce of Jamaica, and bound 
from one Part of the Iſland to another, 
a contraband Prize? Was the Thomas and 
Elizabeth which traded to the Muſ/quitos, 
a Nation independent on the Spaniards, 
and dependent on Jamaica, a lawful or 
contraband Prize? Was the Unity belong- 
ing to the African Company, bound from 
Guinea to Famaica with Negroes, a con- 
traband Prize? If the Spanzh' Miniſters 
will have theſe to be lawful Prizes, 
then we know their Meaning, and all the 
Ships they can ſeize in the Heft-Imdtes 
muſt be ſo too: But ſure I am they are 
contrary to Treaties. And this leads me. 
to the laſt Head of their Anſ wer. 
„The very Places only where they 
« were met with and taken (ſays de Po- 
s Zobueno) is a ſufficient Proof of a Na- 
© vigation forbid by the Tenor of Trea- 
ties. A good Spaniſh Proof, I con- 
feſs! According to which the Spaniards 
may lawfully (if they can) ſeize upon 
2113 | .- 00 


the whole Trade 8 Navigation of 1. 
maica. By the Places —.— the Britiſh 
Ges 7 haue been met with aud taken (if 


Spaniſh Miniſters haye 'any Meaning 
in theſe extravagant Harangues, ſo 
_ to Truth, Reaſon and good Senſe) 
they muſt mean any Place on the Seas, or 
the Ocean, wherever they could maſter 
and take chem, according to the Exam- 
ples above. But methinks this is a Right 
claim'd by them with a very ill Grace, 
againſt a N ation ſo much ſuperior to them 
and all other Nations in the World at 
Sea, and who might, if that were a good 
Reaſon, with much more Juſtice claim 
the Empire of it. Or perhaps they may 
with a Male more Modefty underſtand 
Places within Sight of the Spaniſh Coaſts 
in the Net. Indies. But perhaps his Ex- 
cellency de Pogobueno did not conſider 
when he expreſs d himfelf thus, that no 
Ships can ſail to or from Nanaica, with- 
out c within Sight of Cuba, or Hi, 
pPaniola, or Porto Rico, or perhaps all 
of them in a Day's Time. 15 * 
But to demonſtrate the Hoſtilities and 
D epredations of their Guarda - Cuſtar, be- 
— all Poſſibility of a Contradiction, or 
Sbadow of Excuſe! from the Places where 
they committed them; I could name a 
great many Inſtances of their I 


E342 44G x & 


tall 7 | 4 - , | 
e 

che very Hand of Fameice, and plunder- 
ing it of whatever came in their Way, 


and carrying off their Negroes and Plate, 
but ſhall ularize only a few, vi. 


From * Cook 30 Negtoes, Colonel 


004 14, John Buckner 48. 
Thomas Orgit 14, Dr. Sinalair 26, 
tain Saunders 25, Beckford and Fletcher 
25, Samuel Pool roo, Chartes Byndlaſe 
34. Beckford and Pym 5; and from Dr. 
Smeclair fiſty 
Now will the Spaniſb 


Miniſters ſay, that 


theſe Negroes taken from off the \Iland 
were contraband, or were they prohibited 


their Ma- 


by any Treaties to work upon 


_ Guarda-Goſtas 2 

ZW it would ſwell to a Volume to ens 
upon all the - Particulars of their 
HoRtlities, and Depredations, both at Sea, 


have demonſtrated the Matter ſo clearly, 


fancy the Sincerity of the Hani Court, 
in theſe Letters and Memonals, relating 
to the Inftactions of the Treaties in the 
Me Indies, vill ſcarce meet with any 
Fw from their greateſt Friends, 


bad themſel ves; 3 nay, even con- 


vince 


* 


erg 3 of Plate. 


ſters Plantations, or to ſleep in their Hus | 2 
where they were catch d n 1 2 the 


and on, the -Ifland of Jamaica; and T 
and fully, in the foregoing Pages, that 


it might be expected would ſilence the 
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vince the unbelieying Facobites. And 1 


ſhrewdly ſuſpect, that when the ſubſe- 
quent Operations of the Spaniards ſhall 

their ſecret Treaties to Light, there 
will be found to be juſt as much Truth 
in the reſt of the Paſſages of their Memo- 
rials, as we have already diſcover'd in 
thoſe we have conſider d. "And that what 
M. de Pozobueno ſays of Mr. Stanhope; 
will be found to retort upon himſelf and 
his fellow Miniſter, that their Words 
have, not the leaſt Shadow of reer 
with the Fase. 

There was a Piece publiſh'd about a 
Your ago, call'd The State of the Tfland 
of Jamaica, written by a Gentleman who 
reſided there ſeyeral Years, which deſerves 
to be perus'd on this Occaſion; from which 
I have borrowed ſome — — Facts, 
and a few excellent Hints: And L am 
perſwaded the Author will not be diſ- 
pleas d at the Liberty I have taken, ſince 
it was with the ſame View he himſelf had 
when he wrote it. This Gentleman has 
this remarkable Expreſſion, © That 'tis 
« notorious the Spaniards never met with 
« an Engliſh Veſſel, and could overcome, 
« which/ SOA did not! take, deſtroy» or 
00 plunder. And I can vouch for him, 
that this is receiv'd as an univerſal Maxim 

in * He has given a long _ 
40. 


eres. ASOSY erz rn 


| Negroes plunder'd from them in the open 


- (48) 


of Britiſb Ships taken by the Spaniards from 1712 to 
1725, to the Number of 47 ; which nevertheleſs 
he acknowledges to be far ſhort of the real Num- 
ber; the Amount of which, with their Cargoes and 
ot the Negroes taken off the Iſland, he computes 
to be 156165 J. To which I may add, taken in the 
Bay of Campeachy above as many Ships, which will 
raiſe the Amount of the whole to near 300,000 J. 

I ſhould haye obſerved before this, that every 
ſingle Inſtance mention'd above of the Spaniſh Sei- 
zures and Depredations, is ſupported by the Evi- 
dence of Depoſitions upon Oath before the re- 
ſpe&ive Governors of Jamaica and others, and moſt 
of them well known to many Merchants in London. 
And whoever peruſes the Piece already referr'd to, 
will find in it many more Depoſitions ; and the 
Author has alſo ſeveral others by him, which per- 
haps will ſoon ſee the Light, And now if the 


E 2 haye done ſo much to the People and 
Traders of Jamaica, to uſe the Words of Ahaſue- 


rus to Eſther, What have they done in the reſt of the 
King's Provinces ? e's | 

And what Reſtitution has the King of Spain 
made for all this Injuſtice and Violence of his 


Subjects in the Weſt Indies, fo contrary and repug- 


nant to the Treaties of Peace and Commerce ? 
What Satisfaction has he given his Britannick Ma- 
jeſty for the Lives of his Subjects ſo baſely mur- 
dered in cold Blood, and for the Inſults and Af- 
fronts offer d thereby to his Crown and Dignity ? 
What Reparation to the African Company 14 257 

as ? 
What to the Eaft India Company for the Caſſandra 


and her Cargo belonging to them? What to the 
Merchants and Planters in Jamaica, who have all 
ſuffered more or leſs by * Hoſtilities and De- 


predations? 


predations? What Reparation or Satisfaction has 
been made to the City of Briſtol for the Lofles 
they have ſuſtained by theſe pyratical Depredations, 
which they complain of in their late Addreſs to 
his Majeſty, to have ſeverely felt? And what to 
the ſeveral Aſſurance- „ Who have ſuffer'd 
moſt of all thereby? What, I ſay, but injurious 
and affrontive Anſwers and Replies from the Mi- 
niſters of his Catholick Majeſty to the repeated 
juſt Complaints that haye been made to that Court, 
not only abſolutely contradicting the Truth of all 
theſe Hoſtilities and Depredations committed by 
their Guarda-Coftas in the Weſt-Indies ; Hoſtilities 
ſo well known to themſelves, and ſo manifeſtly 


pro d to the World, that no Theorem in the Ma- 


thematicks was ever more fully demonſtrated ; but 
alſo moſt confidently taxing his Majeſty and his 
Miniſters with open Diſingenuity in forming Com- 
plaints of this Nature, and calling them only falſe 
Pretexts to juſtify the Operations of his Majeſty's 
Fleets; though they are indeed very juſt Grounds 
for taking much. more vigorous Meaſures for Re- 
dreſs, than his Majeſty has been hitherto inclin'd 

to take, unwilling if it could be ayoided, to come 
to an open Rupture, or to have that Harmony de- 

ſroy'd, which his Majeſty has ever been deſirous 

on his Part to cultivate and preſerve with the 

King of Spain. | | 2 

But if neither the frequent Remonſtrances made 
by Mr. Stanhope to the Catholick King and his Mi- 
niſters, nor the Terror of his Majeſty's Fleets, 
which have it in their Power, when they pleaſe, 
to revenge theſe Injuries and Inſults done to the 
Britiſh Crown and People, are of any Force or In- 
fluence to move that Court to make Redreſs and 
Satisfaction; are we therefore to fit down _ 
| ” re 
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ted with theſe private and National Loſſes and 
Affronts, as if it were not in our Power to re- 
dreſs them? Surely the Spaniards can never ſo vain- 
ly imagine, that the Briziſþ Luſtre will ſuffer ſuch 
a Tarniſh in the very Meridian of that Glory to 
which our Navy is now arriv'd! We are at all 
Times ready to chaſtiſe their Inſolence, and only 
want the Sanction of Authority to ſhew we can 
do it. We have a King who makes the Trade aud 
Commerce of. his Subjects his peculiar Care, which en- 
tends to all the American as well as Home Branches 
of Commerce, and is one of the chief Reaſons which 
have diſpos d his Majeſty to fit out, the ſeveral Fleets 
which have been put to Sea; a King who has been 
graciouſly pleas d to tell the Court of Madrid, by 
the Mouth of his Ambaſſador, that his Sabjefts - 
would have had juſt Cauſe to complain, if Care had 
not been taken for the Safety HM the Kingdom, and of 
their Rights and Properties. As the Remedy there 
fore is in our Power, when fo fit and reaſonable 

a Time to make uſe of it, or rather is it not ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary we ſhould have recourſe to it 
now? The Spaniſh. Guarda- Coſtas have ever ſince 
the Peace of Utrecht practis d the moſt notorious 
Infractions of that Treaty, and of the Treaties of 
Commerce ſubliſting between the two Crowns, by 
taking, pandering, impriſoning, torturing, and 
murdering the Subjects of this Crown: And the 
Spaniſh Miniſtry have refus'd to make any Satisfa- 
ction, or Reparation, for theſe Infractions and Vio- 
lences, or ſo much as to acknowledge that there 
is any the leaſt Ground for Complaint, on this 
Account. What remains therefore, but to do our 
ſelves Juſtice. by Repriſals? This is the natural 
and obvious Remedy in ſuch extreme Caſes ; o- 
ther Nations have us d it, before Matters have 


* 


li 
: 
| 
| 


Laws of Nations, to the Municipal Laws of Eug- 
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| come to ſuch Extremity as the French in the 222 


Indies now do, and have all along done. And the 
Author of the State of Jamaica propos d it a Year 
ago, fince, as he ſays, all other Methods had 
prov'd ineffectull. EY 
This Method of Repriſals is agreeable to the 


land, and to the Treaties ſubſiſting between Great 
Britain and Spain. eie ee 
By the Common and Statute Law of England, 
Perſons ſpoil'd, or otherwiſe damnify'd in hoſtile 
Manner, in the Territories or Places belonging 


to that King, to whom Letters of Requeſt are iſ- 


ſu'd forth; if no Satisfaction be return'd, may 
have Letters of Repriſal: And the Prince of that 
Country, againſt whom the ſame are awarded, 
muſt repair the Damage, out of his or their E- 
ſtates, who committed the Tnjuries ; which pro- 
ving deficient, it muſt then fall as a common Debr 
on his Country. an Fe 1 
The Regard that Parliaments have ſhewn for 
the redreſſing of Wrongs in this Way, appears ve- 
ry particularly in the Statutes of 4 Hen. 5. c. 7. 


and 14 Edw. 4. c 4. the former of which recite, 


© That at the grievous Complaints of the Com- 
“ mons of England, who had a ring" Wrongs 


e and Injuries, in the Loſs of their Ships arid 


Goods, upon the Main-Sea, againſt Leagues, 


e {afe Conducts, and Truces, which were broken 
« by the Subſects of other Nations, the Parlia- 


ment being willing to provide Remedy and Re- 


< lief for the grieved by Spoil and Injuries done 
e unto them beyond the Seas, enacted, That upon 


= Complaint to the Keeper of the Privy-Seal, on 
* full Evidence ſh&wh, he ſhall fign Letters of 

3 Requeſt, to demand Reſtitution, and Repara- 
5 na. r 


= 


re 7 
i rion 


Author of the Treati 


goes ſeiz d by their 
Viz. the Bona Esperanza, and Henry 


7 | 
(97) 
« tion to the Parties grieved; whit © 
« jn convenient Time, then the Lord Chancellor | 
* of England ſhall grant Letters of Repriſal-in due 
ec Form of Law, for the Indemnity of the Perſons 
« jntereſted and injur d. And the latter recites, 
« That whereas divers great Offences were often 
te committed againſt Leagues, Truces, and Ami- 
tc ties, between the King and other Princes or 
<« States, againſt ſufe Conducts and Licences, and 
cc againſt the Laws and Statutes of the Realm in 
< that Caſe made and provided, to ie great Han- 
* der f our Sovereign Lord the King, ani tbe Damages 
<« oft Subject, the Commons of England; it was 
< therefore enacted, That all Statutes and Ordi- 
« nances againſt the Offenders of Leagues, Tru- 
< ces, fafe Conducts, and Amities, all be in full 
« Forte, Oc. Wee ee ee eee 

Our Kings alſo have never flighred\the Com- 
plaints of their Subjects on this Mead and the 
de jure Marit imo & Navali, 
ſays, © That the Prinee or State of the Perſon 
<« injur'd ſhould not value is Misfertune at ſo 
* low a rate, as to deny him Letters of Requeſt; 
< for that were to heap up Injury upon Injury : 
< Bur likewiſe, if Juſtice be deny@ufter-fuch a 
* Requeſt, to arm him wir Power te take Sa- 
c tisfaction by Repriſe vi Y m. militari.”” 
There is a very remarkable Inſtance of ſuch Ler- 


ters of Repriſal granted by King Char II. a- 
gainſt the States General and their Subjects in 


1663, on Account of two Ships and their Car- 
Eaſt- India Company in 1643, 
\Bonadventure ; 
the Preamble whereof takes Notice, That his 
<< Majeſty out of à juſt Senſe of the un juſt Sut- 
* terings of the Owners, requir' Satisfaction to 

Fr 


3 which if not made 


1 


7 
© been 
. p 


F 2 _ "ez 

I) © 
e be made them according to the Rules of Ju- 
* {tice by Letters under his Majeſty's Si 2 
e nual, and alſo by his Envoy Extraordinary; 
but that after ſeveral Addreſſes made to the 
States General by his ſaid Envoy, nothing had 
granted effectual for the Relief of his 
ſaid Subjects, whom his Majeſty took himſelf in 
% Honour and Juſtice concern d to be ſatisfied aud re- 
paid; ſo that his Majeſty could not but appre- 
hend it to be not only a fruitleſs Endeavour, 


_ < but a proſtituring his Honour. and Dignity to make 


c farther: Application after ſo many, Denials and Slight- 


* ing. And therefore his Majeſty thought fit, 
by the Advice of his Privy-Council, to grant Li- 
.cenſe and Authority under the Great Seal to the 
Perſons therein named, Executors of the Own- 
ers, to equip, victual, furniſh, and tv ſet to Sea from 
Time to Time, ſuch and ſo many Ships and Pinaces 
ar they ſbould think ft. And tis declar d, © That 
* the: ſaid Commiſſion, Mall remain in full 
Force and Power to all Intents. and Purpoſes, 
( until the ſaid Perſons, ſhall by Virwwe .taere- 
of have by Force of Arms apprebended, ta- 


:< ken, ſeis d, recovered, and received from the 


< ſaid States, General, or: 


ir, Subjects, One 
ben one F 


c twelve Pounds, And farther, that, although it 


<< ſhould happen that all Hoſtility between his 


yet the ſaid Comm iſſion ſhould, remain and be 
e in full Force and Power to the Perſons afore- 


. aforeſaid, by virtue whereof to apprehend, take 


e and ſeize by Force and Arms ſo many more of 


the [ſaid Ships and Goods of the States Gene- 
ral, or any of their ſaid Subjects, as beſide the 


L ſatisfy 


0 . ſaid Sum 75 beforementioned, \ ſhall countervail, 


—_— 


I {TO 
« ſatisfy and pay all ſich Coſts and Charges as the. 

« ſaid Perſons, their Executors, Adminiſtrators 
« or Aſſigns ſhall from time to time make Proof to 


e have disburſed and paid towards the equiping, 

{Rad % manning, paying, e and victualling of 
t „the ſaid Ships fo licens d and authoriz d.“. 
- * There is another memorable Inſtance ot Letters 
ppre- of Requeſt from King Charles II. to the King of 
our, Pain, en Satisfaction for the Depredation 
nabe committed on the Ship and Goods of Capt. A- 
light- thy Stamp, Who was alſo murder d at the Havana 
fit, Auno 1674. And his Majeſty ifſued out a Procla- 
Li- mation on the 14th Day of October 1675, which re- 
the citing, That the ſaid Sramp who was taken by 
„n- © the Spaniards and brought into the Hama un- 
from | © der Frerence of unlawful Trade, being detained 
aces there ſome time, and afterwards ſer at Liberty 
Phat © with his Ship and Crew, was afterwards retaken 

fall “ within Musket-Shot of the Caſtle of Havaza 
fes, by a Man of War fitted out at the Havana, 
ere. © commanded by Don Philip Helen, who tortured 


“ and murdered the ſaid Stamp and molt of his 
"the Men; that ſome they hang'd till they were 
One half dead, and then cur them with their Swords; 
« afterwards hang d them up- again until they 
| « were almoſt dead, and then cut them in pi 
his © with an Axe; that others had their Arms cut 
* c off, and were cleft down with Axes ; and that 
= ce afterwards the ſaid Don Philip and Company 
re- © ſhared the Ship and Goods; his Majeſty there- 
ake fore promiſes a Reward of 1000 Pieces of Eight 
*© to any Perfon or Perſons who ſhall apprehend 


2. the ſaid Don Philip Helen, and deliver him up 
the © to any of his Majeſty's Governors in America.” _. 
ail, riſals alſo are conſiſtent with the Treaties 


now fabſiting between Great Britain and Spain, as 
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| Peace 1 the People under their Government at 


rs by Article 18 abe Treat 
n in caſe of Juſtice being ay og. ET: 7 2 


Pals ung expreſely Abo A acarding to. the 
Nations, Lan to wWhieh ek Ty 
dat gun fta gar. It therefore the e of of 


one Lo State cannot obtain Fuſtice of ano- 
ther Prince of State, for Injuries committed by his 
Subjects, 93 if Judgment be given againſt appa- 
rent Right; and no Relief can be bad, 7 the Con- 
a of Nations, the Bodies, or Moveable of the Subjell, 
To that Prince, who rengers, uot Right, may be talen. 

This is the Lay of Nations,. ahd 855 5 What is 
by the Treaty of 460. 
4 Pork ave not room to ee 


EM. Sub- 


jecd of Repriſals. What is altes 5 is fuffci- 


ent to evince, that it is a natural, obvious, juſt 
and neceſſary Remedy againſt the paſt and future 
' Hoſtilities and Depredations of the Ros Guarda- 
Ola, in che i, Indies ;, and is humbly ſuhmitted 
to the Wiſdom of the Government. I ſhall only 
beg leave to conclude 1 reſpect to the Gover- 
nors in America, (and of Jamaica in particular), 
- thilt if they have not a Power given them of grant - 

Rena for the future, they will neither have 


Home, nor Reputation Abroad. Neverthelels, 
as I own . may be Objections as to the la- 
- e A ages N Repriſals, 1 am 
* ane pini . the very Power 10 i ho 
: MN em would be Terror enough to the Sani 

- to make them ceaſe theſe piratical Courſes, 
8 the 1 of ONE 85 * Power 


0 ,viren. - 


